Intermittent alkaline urine in a cat fed an acidifying diet.
Detection of alkaline urine traditionally sends an alert to the clinician to consider the presence of a urease-producing bacterial urinary tract infection, postprandial alkaline tide, or the ingestion of a diet that is nonacidifying. In the cat of this report, acid urine was produced while the cat was in the home environment, but alkaline urine was produced following the stress of a long trip to the veterinarian's office. Stress-induced respiratory alkalosis was highly suspected as the cause for the alkaline urine. If traditional causes for alkaline urine are not apparent for cats that produce alkaline urine at the veterinary clinic, we suggest that urinary pH be determined on samples collected in the home.